Correction for the suppressive effect of haemoglobin on NADH absorbance in the transketolase assay.
The kinetic transketolase assay measures the absorbance change of NADH in the presence of haemoglobin. Haemoglobin was shown to suppress NADH absorbance which resulted in an apparently lower enzyme activity. To minimise this suppression, the transketolase assay was performed on samples with haemoglobin concentration of 30 g/l. At this level the absorbance of NADH in the presence of haemoglobin averaged 90.5% of that in Tris buffer. It is proposed that the calculation of the enzyme activity should be corrected for this suppression.